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fountain of light, (“Thy commandment, oh Lord ! is light to my eyes,” says the 


-intluence on mankind, To the righteous, it is as a fire; to the wicked, a ihick 
incomprehensible smoke. To those who seek it to make it their study, 
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« A word in its season how good it is.” Proverbs, chap. 15, ver. 23, 


No. 2.] “oad ‘aan yoo 


NoveMBER 19th, 5602.—184]. 


[Price 2d, 


¥ We have, this week, the pleasing duty of thanking our numerous friends for 
their kind support to our first number; to particularize would be invidious; but 
there are two names on our list of subscribers, which we read with a feeling of 
self congratulation; and to which, we cannot refrain from adverting; they are 


those of Sir Moses and Lady Montefiore ; and while to them, in conjunction with - 


our other well wishers, we express our gratitude, we cannot help calling to mind 
what was so beautifully applied to them on a recent important occasion. 


p “ When Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed.” 


ON THE LAW. 

Maimonides has reduced the articles of our belief to thirteen; Rabbi Hasdai to 
six; and Albo to three—The unity of God; the divine origin of the law; and 
rewards and punishments hereafter. Although these learned authorities differ in 
the number, still in substance they agree; for indeed , if we regard these articles 
closely, they might be amalgamated even more; inasmuch as a conviction of the 
divine origin of the holy law would be found” to include all; the rest. We have 
already pointed out the benefits that have accrued to us, from'the possession of this 


_ jnestimable treasure; how it has taught us the knowledge of our Creator, and 


made us acquainted with His majesty, power, and above all, with His infinite 
mercy: we shall therefore now proceed to notice the miracles that attended its delivery 
from Sinai, and to shew, in how far they were consistent with themselves. We 
are told that the sacred law was given amidst fire and smoke, thunder and light- 
ning, and a thick mist. Is this possible? can we suppose that a mist could have 
existed where was the transcendant splendour of the Almighty, which was, alone, 
sufficient to dispel all obscurity ; can we conceive how the law, which is itself the 


psalmist.) could be delivered amid darkness and smoke. At first sight, these may 
appear anomalies; but when we reflect, that to God nothing is impossible, that 
ihere is nought beyond His power, we shall at once become convinced*of the truth 
of the assertion, that there was smoke, and a thick mist covered the mountain. 
And, it ‘ced, it is necessary that the glorious brillianey of the Divinity should have 
been concealed; otherwise, how could mortal eyes have beheld it? Did not the 
mercy of Providence shade the eyes of the most favoured of all His servants, Moses, 
lest, even for him, His majesty should have been too much; was not a like favour 
conferred on Elijah? and if for these chosen servants His glory was too great, how 
much more so must it be for those less immediately connected with Him; and how 
devoutly grateful ought we to be, that our ancestors were permitted, by means of 
the veil of mist, to see the Almighty, and receive from his own hands, the 
choicest and most precious gift, that has ever been bestowed to illuminate and 
bless the world. 


The law was delivered out of fire and smoke—may not these be typical of its 


itis the source 


of heat and light, greater and more genial than that which even the great sun itself : 


emits; while to those who are perverse, and neglect to become familiar with it, its 
wisdom is a mystery, and the smoke of ignorance envelopes them in impenetrable 
folds, coiling them in darkness more terrible than that of Egypt. Blessed, then 
are they, who basking in the warmth of its fire, are not surrounded by the smoke 
of vanity and wickedness: they shall walk séfely in the ways in which others 
stumble; “ for the ways of the Lord are right, and the just shall walk in them.” 
(Hosea.) they shall be enlightened beyond their fellow-creatures, and they shal! 


ensure for themselves that bright hereafter, which is beyond all conception, and _ 


above all comprehension. 


The law then is divine—the miracles and prodigies attending its delivery prove 
it so: but if these be not sufficient, if there be still any who doubt its origin, and 
attribute it to mortal hands, then we say, regard ye its perfection, and be con- 


 vinced, for when was work of man like it, complete; when were the creations to 


worldly minds like it—free from the influence of human passions and human 
prejudices?’ 


Exposition of the portion S'Q% 


There.are several lessons to be drawn from this portion; we selectafew. The 


. fact of Jacob’s helping his uncle’s shepherds, by rolling the stone from the well, 


and giving the flock drink, teaches us that we should always aid those who may 
stand in need of our assistance; and the result to Jacob (his kind reception by 
Laban) preves that kindness never goes unrewarded. This is a lesson ‘of the 
ereatest utility to social happiness, as without mutual obligations, there can be no 
friendship, and without friendship this life is indeed a void, uncheered by the 
brightest tie with which God has blessed us. 
advantage we derive from the consciousness of having done a good action, we 
receive the benefit of others’ efforts in our favour, as a return for what we have done 
for them; and by encreasing our well wishers, we at the same time augment our 
felicity,, and contribute, it may be, by our good example, to.the amelioration 

The vice of envy is forcibly depicted, in the story of Rachel’s ardent desire for 
children; for which she prayed, not because she anticipated the pleasure of train- 
ing them in the paths of virtue and religion, nor because she hoped they would 
contribute to her husband’s happiness, "but because she was jealous of her sister 
Leah, and coveted her treasures. : 

But we observe here, that God, who ever appreciates our motives, and who is 
acquainted with our most secret thoughts, visited the long hoped for blessing on 
Rachel, as a curse; for she bore children in trouble, and died in giving birth to the 
second. Lastly, we learn, that fromGod’s almighty power, and not from man’s weak 
efforts, come all things: a due regard to this will teach us of how little importance 
we are, when compared with our divine Creator, and will thereby instruct us to 
depend solely upon Him for aid, in all our undertakings. It will shew us like- 
wise, the vanity, the wickedness of imagining, that we are in ourselves sufficient 
for our own guidance, and by making us hamble, will cause us to look up with 
more veneration and love to our Almighty Parent. No lesson that we could 
inculcate, could more essentially benefit mankind, for none could so well implant 
in the heart a sense of its own insignificance, and the wisdom of Providence. Let 
us fhep hove, that this knowledge will induce us to deserve the assistance, of 
which we stand so much in need, and which we can‘only hope to do, by a firm 
adherence to the worship of God, and just behaviour to our fellow-creati res. 


Independently, therefore, of the’ 
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THE JEWISH CHRONICLE 


TO THE EDIT oR OF THE JEWISH “CHRONICLE. 

Sir,—Never was education among us in so flourishing a condition, and yet, 
never was there more need of an alteration in our method of acquiring it. It 
seems at present, to many, at least, that a knowledge of languages, and the arts 
ind sciences, is sufficient for a boy whose prospects are bright; while to the poor 
child nething is of so much importance as religion. Fatal mistake; did God 
when He created human beings, set a seal upon one more than another? did He 
who views with an equal eye the noble and the beggar, place a guard around the 
heart of the one. to shield him from the attacks of the tempter, and leave the other 


exposed and defenceless? Did He, whose merey to all creatures is so wonderfully | 


displayed, ordain that riches should be essentially productive of a firm belief in 
Him, and poverty entail the contrary. Alas! no; for is not the affluent man 
more within the reach of sin than the needy; has he not wealth wherewith to 
do not the vultures of this world love to fatten on its best 
productions; and is he notone? will not his wealth cenceal many a fault, which 
poverty would magnify into a crime? is not his example more likely to find 
imitators; and is it not therefore doubly necessary, that the vilest breath of calumny 
should not be enabled to cast-even a shade of doubt upon his principles? It is— 
every one acknowledges the truth of this, and says, it is because, unfortunately, 
the example thus set is not sufliciently good, that our poor are no better than they 
are ; and that among s'rangers we are sometimes so maligned. _Many a man now 
honoured in his grave, would pray to be restored to his hallowed repose, could he 
hut see the falling off, the sad, sad neglect in all those observanccs he took so much 
rains to inculcate in his now degenerate child.—Many a parent now complains, 
that while his son advances in his knowledge of classic authors—the Author of his 
being seems in proportion more neglected ; that while the treasures of literature 
develope themselves gradually before his eyes, they at the same time form a mist, 
which shrouds from him the exhaustless riches of faith—the unfading glory of true 
belicf. But with the perversity natural to humauity, they forget, while complain- 
ing, to seek after the root of the evil, although it is so near them: they see the 
effect, and are grieved at it, but they know not the cause,. for self love blinds 
them ; they conceive, that in providing learned teachers for their children, they 
have done all that is required of them; they think | not that education is like a 
stream, at its source, clear. pellucid and bright, which reflects from its bosom 
the pure light of heaven, and is radiant with a thousand’ sun-born coruscations ; 
‘the vivid fancies of the child, inspired by infantine adoration and wonder) ‘but 
that like stream, swollen into a mighty river,“ if the banks which direct its progress 
be rugged and uneven, if its toundation be on rocks, that then it will be rough and 
turgid, thickened by the slime of its bed, and affording no trace of the smoothness 
and transparent brightness that embellished its rising. The youth, whose guidance, 
"since the time his mother's care ceased, has been yielded to a stranger, becomes, 
not what she anticipated; realizes not her fond expectations; but grows, under 
bad direction, what the rivulet does in its craggy winding to the ocean; and 
simiply, because he has not been properly trained. Little do thosej parents do 
who provide only erudition: true, talent may be cultivated, but the soul will 
remain unweeded and barren; the mind may expand, but the heart, knowing no 
rectitude of feeling, cannot dilate with honorable emotions ; and the result is what 
I have before mentioned—complaint and grief. Is there then, no remedy for this 
evil? there are two that present themselves, The one a boarding school, con- 
ducted by an upright principle; the other, private tuition, under the immediate 
eye of the parents :—but can all avail themselves of either of these? many object 
to a boarding school; for they say, and justly, 1 know the morals of the head 
master to be good, but can I rely with so much confidence on those of his teachers; 
and morcover, the petty tyranny carried on among the boys, wherever an oppor- 
tunity presents itself, will often break the spirit ofa meck and inoffensive child; 
and natural wildness of disposition will be fostered by ‘communion with kindred 
spirits, Again, private tuition is expensive, and far beyond the reach of any man 
in moderate circumstances—but who may still desire to give his son a good educa- 
tion: and then, the different systems of the various masters employed, militate 
one against the other, and the pupil is perplexed, You forget, answers some one, 
we have the City of London School, and others like it, where we can procure 
first-rate tuition, retain our children under our own eyes, and above all, at very 
little _expense.—true ; but are these fit places for Jewish Children; are their 
puneiples not in direct opposition to our tenets? and even if religion be not 
taught there, and no interference takes place with it, that is but a negative ad- 
vantage, and is more than compensated by the immorality which must of necessity 
exist in one form or other, among so large a numberof boys, from so many 
different grades of society. Wow then, are all these difficulties to be obviated 9 
how is a Jewish child to receive an education compatible with his future prospects. 
not militating against his religion, and uniting the several advantages of the theas 
methods I have just enumerated, viz: the reasonable terms of the public school, 
and its talent; the superintendance of the parent, and the inculcation of religion. 


yratify his every wish ; 


| 


I~ 


There is but one way, and that is by establishing a Jewish college, conducted by 
Jews, and supported by them; the fundamental principles of which, shall be 
morality and religion. We have among us many free schools, and -eharitable 
institutions, for bestowing education on the poorer classes, wno learn there some- 
thing of what is due to their Creator; these are nobly supported by our affluant 
brethren, who say, and justly, why should the poor child not he told that there is 
a God, and that he owes all to his benificence! but they, forget who contributed so 
largely to these institutions; that though gratitude and wonder, must of them_ 
selves create a religion of their own in every breast, still that is not sufficient, and 
as the leaders of their congregations, the affluent should ever display more piety, to 
serve as an example to their dependents. Weare the only body of Jews; are 
we in England, possessing great resources and lofty positions, that have not an 
institution where our religion may be cultivated as a national religion, where our 
young may be trained to moral as well as intellectual excellence, and“become 
imbued with the true spirit of their faith, without blushing, as they are now too 
often compelled to do, attheir name of Jews being used by their giddy companions 
as a term of reproach. 


Let a college then be established ; let those Jews whose names stand high on 
the list of subscribers to Christian public schools, but lend a small sum to support 
their own religion, and dignify its position among mankind—and nothing more 
would be wanting. There are, as has been lately proved, many, who thinking as 
I do, on the subject, have shewn themselves willing to undertak@the formation of 
it; there are many among us, it is to be hoped, competent to take the direction 
of the education; many, whose knowledge of our sacred religion and language, 
eminently qualify them to superintend their cultivation ;* and many, too many to 
pay all necessary expenses. The plan | propose, is this: let a committee be 
formed, consisting of those among us distinguished for their talent, and let them 
be required to select the requisite masters, and regulate the expenditure. Let the 
masters, under the guidance of a head master, be requested to draw up a pros- 
pectus,. or diary, to be submitted for approval to the committee, developping their 
intended manual of occupation, and their system of instruction. Let this, when 
once determined on, be the law of the college, the direction of which, shall then be 
left entirely to th masters; the committee. only meeting occasionally, to receive 
reports of the state of the school, &c, [et the head master furnish monthly to the 
parents, an account of the attendance and behaviour of the pupils: let there be an 
annual distribution of prizes, to be awarded to those who distinguish themselves in 
their respective classes ; and let the superfluous income be devoted to the purchase 
of a library, for the use of the students. ‘These are my chief views on the subject, 
the minor details being of less importance, need not be discussed here :. but I. am 
certain, that an institution such as I have proposed to establish, would be of the 
most essential service to us as a nation; and would tend more than any other thing, 


to elevate our character, apd raise us in the opinion and estimation of our neigh- 


bours. Besides, it would be serviceable to us in a pecuniary point of view, and 


this, more or less, interests every one; for though the fee for each pupil were not 
less than it is at the public schools of the Christians, still the holidays would be 
considerably fewer, and it might be demonstrated, that a saving of at least 25 per 
cent could be effected in time, besides precluding the necessity of engaging a 
private hebrew teacher, as must at present be done. I have nothing to advance 
against our boarding establishments, on the contrary—the system pursued in some 
is highly creditable to the principles; still the parent has not his son under his own 
eye, and the master cannot alw.,s.be with his pupil: and again, it is generally 
complained, that in no school now existing, is the inculcation of religion, and of 
the knowidge of our holy language in all its purity, made an essential requisite. 
Religion is the foundation of all education, with it, knowledge is the humble 
reflection of God’s wisdom, and is therefore acceptable to Ilim; without it, the 
soul wanders in a trackless abyss of darkness, and ignorant of the true end of its 
existence, dies for ever, when it returns to its Maker; neither living for € somees. 
in this world, nor deserving bliss in the future state. 


The sacred river of Egypt, that from its numerous channels and canals carries 
fertility to the land, and plenty to the inhabitants, is worshipped and adored by 
those who receive its benefits: but the most distant from its'main channel, never, 
in their gratitude to the branch that waters their lands, forget, that it, like all 
others, comes from one source. So itis with education, its spring is in heaven, 
and its end should be to lead us towards God: and though we may pride ourselves 
on one or more of the mental beauties we derive from it, we should ever bear in 
mind, that no loveliness is like loveliness of soul, and,no accomplishments like the 
fulfilment of our being here. | 


T an, sir, 
Your servant, 


THE FATHER FAMILY. 
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THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


THE “‘“GATES OF HOPE” CHARITY SCHOOL, 
This school was originally established in the year 1664, under the auspices and 


management of the wardens and elders of the Spanish and Portuguese Jews’ con- . 


gregation of London, and is coeval with the admission of theJews into th's country, 
it being the first effort of the community, after erecting their place of worship, to 
make provision for affording instruction to the junior classes of their poor. It was 
originally called the “ Tree of Life.” and was: divided inte two branches: in the 


junior branch, instruction in the rudiments of Hebrew and English was given pre- 


paratory to admission into the superior school, where the more advanced and fina! 
objects of a moral and religious educstion were cultivated until the age of fourteen 
‘years, When its youth received a.small grant of money to enable them to seek a 


livelihood. Where the objects of a charity are circumstantially destined to the 


performance and solicitude of a superfluous number of managers, it frequently 
‘happens, that the interest due to its welfare becomes weakened in proportion to 
the increased division and subdivison of the duties devolving upon each of its 
rulers: such was discovered to be the case with the establishment of which we 
are now speaking, and a few philanthropic individuals, convinced that the most 
valuable advantages were falling into abuse and decay from want of better cultiva- 
tion, determined upon a total reformation of its then crude system. 


£ Amongst’its most ardent promoters was Moses Mocatta, Esq., the gentleman 
whose name at the present time does honor to his success as patron of the institu- 
tion: by his e®trtions in the year 1821, aided by the assistance of the wardens 
and elders of that time, it was resolved to transfer the management of the school 
to a select committee, and to afford an opportunity of increasing their eleemosynary 
efforts, by granting the addition of an annual subscription to its then existing’ 
funds, ‘The first object of the committee was to raze the ancient fabric of branch 
schools, and erect upon its basis a superstructure upon a concentrated principle 
of education, under its present title of the “ Gates of Hope.” — 


This system for some time appeared to work well, but as ‘it was an established 
rule that no child could be received into the institution, who had not received a 
previous knowledge of the rudiments of education, (it being considered incumbent 
on the parents of children seeking admission, to provide this necessary desidera- 
tum) a difficulty was continually offering itself to the committee, by the compulsion 
it was so frequently under of refusing admission to those children who were 
deficienfin the qualification prescribed by the law of the charity. This evil was 
ultimately removed by the establishment of a preparatory school as an adjunct to 
the parent institution, the particulars of which will be found under its {distinct 


head, and aided by this very xaluable addition, the “Gates of Hope” charity 


school has arrived at a degree of excellence in its example of moral discipline and 
the promotion of talent, that must ultimately tend to improve the condition of the 
rising generation of the lower classes ; and it is no small consvlation to the reflecting 
mind. to know, that even where the most abject poverty exists, the commission of 
crime 7S almost totally unknown. 


The number of children admitted into the parent establishment of this charity, at 
one time, has not hitherto exceeded forty-five. Here they are elothed, and in- 


‘structed in the higher branches of Hebrew, English; grammar, arithmetic, 


book-keeping, &c.; and at the period of leaving the establishment, they are pro- 
vided with a premium for apprenticeship, or to enable them to seek a livelihood 
abroad. 


Since the alteration in the year 1821, the number admitted into this school, has 
been one hundred and ninety-nine boys. 


ACCOUNT OF THE JEWS IN NORTH AFRICA, 


Along the whole of the northern coast of Africa, from Morocco to Egypt, reside 


a number of Jews: in Moroeco alone there are 300,000, in Tunis 200,000, and 


in its capital 40,000 more : in Tripoli 3000,in Bengari and its vicinity 2000, in 
Algiers 7500, in Constantine 6090; besides numerous families in Bisorta, Ariana, 
Nabal, Munaster, Susa, Spax, Gabis, Madai, Bona and Oran. 


The synagogue in Garba, js a very ancient building, and is even said to have 
existed since a short period subsequent to the destruction of the temple: indeed, 
authentic records prove that the first settlement of Jews, was made earlier than 
that of the Mahommedans. They are allowed all civil privileges and immunities, 
except in the French province of Algeria. The bey of Tunis has appointed an 
officer with unlimited power, over his Hebrew subjects ; still the chief rabbi has 


an equal share of power with him: he is called ie ma ml (Ab Beth-din) and | 


has two assistant ministers who with him regulate all civil and ecclesiastical 


matters. The Jews of Barbary are very industrious, being the only part of the: 
population that does any real labour: among them are to be found excellent 


masons, builders, tailors, goldsmiths, &c ; in Tunis alone there are 1600 of these 


| of bed. I was not to remain long so, ‘however, for light being admitted into the 


two trades. Riches seem to be with them less sought for than by us in Europe, 


they are content with their humble lot, and have no wish to enlarge their foreign 
connexions, 


Formerly, only a few were allowed to travel in Europe, or to study Arabic ; bug | 


the advance of civilization has materially benefitted their condition, and they are 
now for the most part well informed, | 


HISTORY OF THE COMING OF THE JEWS TO AMSTERDAM, 
(Continued from our last ) 


To this, Rabbi Moses replied, that it would be impossible to comply with their 


“request in that city, as they were obliged to respect the prejudices of the inhabi- 


tants, who were Lutherians, and had Strictly forbid their harbouring foreign Jews; 
at the same time, however, he shewed them a painting he possessed of the City of 
Amsterdam, and pointing out to them in it a tower called Monkelbaan’s Toren, he 
desired them to proceed to Amsterdam at once, and to take up their abode opposite 
this tower, ina street called the Jonker Street, having special care to place @ 
certain mark on the door of their house, that he might be enabled to find them, as 
he intended in two or three weeks to follow them. Everything fell out pros- 


perously, and ina very short time, Rabbi Moses Uri-a-levy and his son, Rabbe 


Aaron, had the inexpressible satisfaction of sealing the covenant of God on the’ 


whole of their newly arrived male brethren, A room was soon after hired by these 
merchants, and there, were they daily in the habit of offering up devout and 
heart-felt prayers to heaven for its merciful dispensation in their favor. They were 
not long, however, to enjoy peace, for some of their Christian neighbours having 
discovered their secret, went and gave information.to the magistrates, that there 
were some Jews arrived from Spain, who under the auspices of two other Hebrews 
from a different place, were endeavouring to establish a new religion, and were, 
for that purpose, daily offering up prayers in a strange language. Upon this 
intelligence, the venerable Rabbi and his son were hurried to ptison; after 
remaining there some time, they were brought before the burgomaster, who asked 
them by what authority they had dared to make a new religion in Amsterdam 
and had vestured to circumcise some men from Spain? atthe same time informing 
them, that death was a mild punishment for so heinous a crime, It is true, 


replied Rabbi Moses that we have done as you say; but’ we acted so for the 


benefit of your good citf; conceiving, that by establishing these Jews here, We 
should increase your capital and commerce. 


We might have taken them to other places, in which no interference would hare 
been made with them, but this being a sea port town; we imagined, that the 
immense fortunes of our friends would be of great service to you as a trading com- 
munity. If, therefore, you will permit them to dwell among you, granting them 
religious libeity and civil rights, we can venture to assure you, ‘that within a year, 
you will have at least fifty families settle among you from Spain and Portugal, 
each possessed of enormous wealth, and whose united efforts will soon place 
Amsterdam at the head of the commercial towns in Europe. (at this time it was a 
place of comparatively small importance.) 


When the burgomaster had considered of this, he inquired where these 


Spaniards were? “ in the house,” replied Rabbi Moses, “ whence your officers - 
took us to prison.” They were accordingly seat for, and on their being questioned . 


in latin, (for they could not speak Dutch) the burgomaster became convinced of 
the truth of all the learned Rabbi had promised. 


To be cont inued. 


A TALE. 


As I was one day strolling through the principal street of a large town in 
England, my attention was attracted by the loud exclamations of a female, 
apparently a servant, who was standing at the door of a spacious house, and 
seemed in the greatest distress. ‘Many,people were assembled round her, but 
none appeared disposed to comply with her entreaties, and enter, though she said 
that her master would die without a human voice to sooth his departure by prayer, 


if they did not instantly come to his aid. Surprized at such apparent barbarity, 
I made my way through the crowd, and desiring to be led in, bade her take me to 


the dying man, as 1 was ‘resolved, though a Jew, I would not withhold from a. 


fellow creature, no matter what his creed, the consolation of a friendly sound, to 
join him in: a supplication for mercy to the God of all faiths. [I followed the 
attendant up a flight of stairs, and was ushered into a large room, ia which. as 
the windows were partially closed, I could distinguish nothing save the hangings 
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ehamber. I perceived that the bed was occupied by an aged man on whose care 
worn countenance death’s finger had set his indelible mark; while at his side, 
with his hand in hers, sat a young female of about 19, whose tearful eyes were 
raised to mine, as I regarded him whom I supposed to be her father. She was 
extremely beautiful—her full black eye, deriving an additional lustre from its 
chrystal tenants, told that love's softest fires were to be kindled beneath its glance, 


while the long dark lids that shrouded it seemed virtue’s own veil, to hide from 
profane gaze the glories of the temple within. Her acquiline nose, slightly pro- 
minent, bespoke a Jewish origin, and her mouth, which was strongly indicative of 
firmness and gentleness, was a model which a Phidias might have delighted _ to 
copy. The whole contour of her features was pensive, and the blush which mantled 
on her pale cheek as I turned to address her, gave assurance, that nature had not 
placed beauty in her face without its reflection in her mind: I stood for séme 
moments irresolute whether to advance or retire ; at length rising, with a motion 
to me for silence, she came towards me, and asking me ina voice whose tones fell 
like the low murmur of a distant mll on my ear to follow her, she left the room. 


You must be kind, sir, she said, when I had closed the door behind me, or 
you had not obeyed the sumafons of our nurse; my guardian is dying, the phy- 
sician, who left buta few moments before you arrived, is of opinion, that he 
cannot outlive the day. Oh, sir, will you pray with him, for he has no friends, 
‘and may heaven and the God of Jacob bless you. “ Lady,” returned I, “ the 
consolation I derive from your last words is indeed great; I am myself a Jew, and 
the feelings of humanity Jed me hither, I knew I should find myself unpleasantly 
situated were the inmates of this house Christians. . But be of good cheer, God is 
merciful, and your guardian may be spared to you for many years.” Alas! no, 
sir, even my young heart dare not hope it; I have seen him pine away year after 
year, till every day seemed stamping its transit on him in decay: he has some 
secret sorrow I am certain, which has produced this, for age chills not his blood 
as his has been frozen to all, save to me (here she again burst into tears ;) but go 
to him, sir, go to him, for I may not, and he must soon awake ;” saying ‘this, 
she hurried away, and I, lost in wonder and speculation. returned to the dying 
man’s chamber. He was still #8Teep, so I had leisure to look around me. I was 
struck by the gloomy appearance of everything, the hand of death seemed even on 
the furniture, which was black, cumbersome and ancient; large volumes of dark 


covered books stood frowning fiom their shelves, as though they were brooding on 
the fate of those whose immortal parts had been grafted in them; the fire cast a 
fitful light around, and there was one part of it that particularly fixed my attention 
the flame was gradually leaving a large cinder, and {had almost gone, but still 
with the tenacity of old fellowship it lingered awhile, as though unwilling to part 
with what had fed it so long, it flickered, then it fell to burst forth again—an 
instant more, and it was gone, and the cinder lay there a shapeless mass of black- 
ness, amidst light. Such, thought I, is the fate of this old man—life’s flame 
gathering up its energies fora final effort, will twinkle for a moment in the body 
that so long has nourished it, and perchance once more diffuse its heat through 
this emaciated frame—but it will be but a moment, the void, the nothingness of 

death will follow, and the form that.God’s own essence has dignified, will be as 


yon cinder, While I was musing thus, a slight rustling of the bed-clothes dis- 
turbed me, and hastening to the couch, I met the gaze of the dying man. He 
seemed stupified at first, but gradually recovering himself, he asked me what I 
did there / I pointed to a prayer book that lay open on the bed, and was silent. 
He at once understood my meaning, and a smile passed over his wan features; 
who then are you, he said, thathave ventured to enter my polluted house, know 
you not there is contagien init, that, save my physician and myself, no man has 
crossed the threshold of this dwelling for 14 years. I explained the cause of my 
coming. ‘* You area stranger then, and know not what I am; you have not 
heard of the misanthrope the man-hater, and hated, the disowned—the—the— 
apostate! you do not dream, I see you do not, that I have passed through the 
world detested and scorned, the pointing post for malice, the mockery and sport 
of the rude rabble, and that now, even now, on my death bed, whenI have wealth 
enough to purchase the kindness of thousands of hireling nurses and expectant 
friends, that I am here alone, only because what is not given to the man, shal] 
not be sold to his riches. —But where is my niece” he asked after a pause. She 
has left us alone, sir,” I replied, with another glance at the prayer book, 


(Zo be continued.) 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


We have it from undoubted authority, that a very important movement as con- | 
rected with the ceremonials of our holy religion, is about to take place at the 
synegogue, St, Alban’s Place We shall, at the earliest opportunity, give full 


particulars, in the meantime, we think it necessary to premise, that the change in 
no way affects the fundamental principles of our faith, or our forms of prayer, 


The annual dinner of the Birmingham Hebrew Philanthropic Society, will take 
place on the 15th of December next; P. Phillips, Esq. will preside. This institu- 
tion has been the means of comforting and relieving many distressed Jews ; we 
therefore hope, its supporters will not forget to add their mite to its funds. 


We regret to learn, that there will be no anniversary dinner this year for the 
benefit of theyy)9 PVW/ Charity: but we trust that the funds of an institution 
devoted to so benevolent a purpose, will not suffer on that account. 


A public examination of the pupils of the Western FU")IF) DON School 
will shortly take place at the Western Literary Institution, Leicester Square. 
Great expectations are formed from the evident progress made by the boys in their 
studies. QOur readers may depend on having full particulars of this interesting 
meeting, which we hope that all who have it in their power, will make it a point 
of attending; as being an institution for the education of Jewish youth, the 
Western ff) School has great claims on the public. 


It is with great regret' we announce the serious illness of Mr. A Kisch, the 
excellent Secretary, &c. of the Western Synagogue, St. Alban’s Place. 


We understand that our talented countryman, S. A. Hart, R. A. who lately left 
London, is prosecuting his studies with great success in Italy. From the specimens 
we have already had of his abilities, we look forward to a further triumph of 
Jewish genius, | | 


One hundred pounds (in sums of from 5s. to 20s) were distributed to the Poor 


of the Portuguese Jews, on Thursday last, at the Synagogue Chambers, being the 
first winter distribution. | 


CALENDER FOR THE WEEK. 
Kislev—Saturday, 7th, November 20th, Section of Law to be read NY) Genices, 
chap. 28, verse 10. Haptoroth—Hosea, chap. 11, ver. 7, to chap. 12, ver. 13. 
Time of Sabbath going out—5 min, to 5. 


Tuesday 10th. ,, 23rd 
Friday—Sabbath half-past 3.......... 13th. ,, 26th. 


A list of Subscribers will be published at the end of every Text Book. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
~ The article signed J. D. on the subject of ceremony and prayer is unavoidably 
postponed until our next number. 


The work sent us to revise shall be noticed next week. 


If our correspondent “ a member of the Portuguese congregation,” will allow us 
to expunge a few words from his excellent article we shall’ he happy to insert It. 
At present it might lead to a controversial argument. 


I. R. P’s. letter on the Passover Service, is, we regret to say, inadmissible; his 
respect for our holy religion will tell him why. 


We suspect “ 4 Jew” to be one of those characters that disgrace all religions. 
Does he imagine that we would sanction his anonymous calumnies on so orthodox 


a work, and its talented editor, by allowing them to appear in a paper devoted 
to peace, | | 


We must remind T. B. that we are not the publishers of scandal; we have 
nothing to do with private quarrels. 


We beg to apologize to those correspondents whom we have not answered; press 
of business is our excuse. 


London ;—Printed by I. VaLtentine, Jewish Chronicle Office, 132, Houndsditch. 
Agents.---Messrs. Dyte, Stationer, 106, Strand; I. Lyon, Duke Street, Aldgate; 
Reynolds, Bookseller, Church Row, Aldgate; Whitehead, Stationer, 26, Minories: 
H. Abrahams, Hebrew Bookseller, 25, Houndsditch; L. Raphael, Crown Street, 
Soho; Mirls, Halliwell Street, Long Milgate, Manchester; P. Abrahams, 21, 
Nile Street, Liverpool ; Silverstein, Incleys, Birmingham ; Pulver, Cheltenham; 


the Rey. A. Green, Bristol, and may be had of all the principal Booksellers, 
in the United Kingdom, | | 
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